
Grafton Township 

Assessments 

Factors that led to the 
township wide reduction 
of assessed values for the 
year 2010. 



ÅIn early 2009, Governor 

Quinn addressed the issue 

of assessments on WGN 

radio.  I wrote him the 

following letter on page 3.   

ÅThe letter asked the question 

ñWhy do people have to 

protest to get their 

assessment lowered to the 

current market value?ò  

Assessorôs know what to do. 

ÅThe reply was a generic 

statement from the 

Department of Revenue 

which had nothing to do with 

the question nor did they 

offer any solution to the 

problem. 

 



 

 

Our letter to Gov. Pat Quin  -- below 





This reply from the Department of Revenue was merely an 
affirmation of the very statute we were attempting to change. 



ÅGrafton Township had just finished itôs protest season when 
the letter was sent to Governor Quinn.  Just prior to these 
protests, the McHenry County Board of Review announced 
that they would be making their decisions based on current 
sales.   

Å This was a surprise to the Assessors.  The Board had 
previously made their assessments based on a three year 
average of the sales, since the Illinois Department of Revenue 
uses this criteria to determine township multipliers.  Because 
of this change in policy of using current sales, the total 
reduction from the 731 assessment appeals in Grafton 
Township amounted to $11,769,316.  

 

Å The following Illinois Supreme Court cases state that there 
must be uniformity in assessments.   

Å Kankakee County Board of Review v. Property Tax Appeal 
Board, The Illinois supreme court held that the uniformity 
requirement prohibits taxing officials from valuing one kind of 
property within a taxing district at a certain proportion of its true 
value while valuing the same kind of property in the same district 
at a substantially lesser or greater proportion of its true value.  
Holding that the principle of uniformity in taxation requires equity 
in the burden of taxation. 

Å The requirement of equity can be quoted from these other 
cases. 

Å Bracher v. Millard,  

Å Apex Motor Fuel Co. v. Barrett, 

Å People ex Rel. Hawthorne v. Bartlow, 

Å Therefore; when one model was lowered by the BOR, we 
requested that all similar models should be lowered also to 
maintain uniformity.  The Board stated they would only reduce 
properties in which the owner(s) had filed an appeal.  My office 
then informed the board that all others like the subject would 
be lowered for 2010 by our office to restore uniformity. 

 



History of the housing market 

in Grafton. 

Unprecedented growth = 

Unprecedented decline. 

ÅThe following pages detail the explosive growth in 

Grafton Township combined with the sub prime 

lending that inflated selling prices to levels never 

before seen in Grafton. 



For years Grafton Township experienced the most new 

construction in McHenry County and nearly the entire State of 

Illinois.  This new construction was almost entirely residential, 

i.e.. Homes, Townhomes, Condos. 

T 



The graph below gives a much better visual example of the amount 

of growth compared to other townships in McHenry County.  


